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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

I'll let you in on a little secret: the date at the top of this issue is more wishful thinking than actual reality.

If I were not to say anything, then once this issue of Syndicommotion is collected into the archives, nothing would distinguish it from its more timely brethren.  But if you're reading this when it is published, then it's hard to ignore the fact that it's closer to the end of April than to its inception.

As much as computers assist us with our daily lives, we often become dependent upon them for various tasks.  When an unexpected failure occurs, we are often caught unprepared, and with little or no alternative or workaround.  Such was the case here.  It was an interesting experiment to be without a personal computer for so long - I don't remember ever not having one, except by choice of vacation or sabbatical - but I'll be better-prepared for future dilemmas, so that expected work can continue uninterrupted.

Thanks for being part of this trial!

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Need help figuring out how to get around on Syndicomm Online?  Want to just chitchat about random subjects that we don't have a forum for yet?  Feel free to drop in on the Syndicomm Online HelpDesk.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
OS X has several minute features which can make life easier - but only if you know how to use them.  Inserting and removing items into and from the menubar and dock is discussed in Category 9, Topic 11: Installing and Updating, while the operating system's hidden maintenance routines, and how to force them to run and keep your system optimized, is revealed in Category 9, Topic 44: The Terminal.  Scope out these tips to keep your system running at top speed.  On the hardware side of things, pop into Topic 22: RAM, and 30: Storage Peripherals, both in Category 16: Hardware Hacker, to discuss memory and hard drive expansion and troubleshooting.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
Registration for the annual premiere Apple II event, KansasFest, is now open!  Read the details of this convention, being held in all-new digs, in Category 5, Topic 7: KFest 2005.

Role-Playing Games
Page 833
Keyword: RPG
------------
After a short hiatus, the Kingdom of Mercia campaign is back in full swing!  What lies in wait around the corner for our intrepid adventurers?  Come find out in Category 12, Topic 3: Inter-Session Play, and Topic 4: Game Strategy and Planning.  Plus, if you're interested in joining our little group, but have been afraid that it's too much of a time-sink, consider this: as a general rule, we've been meeting for actual game sessions only one Sunday per month, from 3 PM Eastern until about 11:00 PM.  That's all the investment that is really necessary for players and you needn't have any rulebooks or anything else to play, other than a connection to Syndicomm, which you already have if you're reading this. So if you've been thinking about it, jump on in, the water's fine!  Email the Dungeon Master at rpg@syndicomm.com.

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
Movies are an indelible element of pop culture.  Some movies are "must-sees" due to what they've contributed to society.  What films would you include in such a list?  Make and read some suggestions in Category 30, Topic 4: Favorite Films.  Some such symbolic films include "Superman", which is popular on television and DVD, as discussed in Category 13, Topic 11: Superman/Smallville, and with a new movie coming out, according to Category 32, Topic 1: Superman.  And the classic novel "The Complete Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" hits the silver screen later this month; share your anticipation (and fears!) in Category 31, Topic 6. 

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
What an exciting time to be a video gamer!  The first in a wave of new hardware has begun to hit store shelves with the PlayStation Portable, or PSP - Sony's answer to the Nintendo Game Boy.  Discuss it in Category 39, Topic 4: Sony PSP.  Nintendo fanboys, meanwhile, are anticipating the new "Legend of Zelda" game due out this fall, which will stray from the cel-shaded look of the series' most recent entry and offer a long-demanded darker look.  Pop into Category 14, Topic 12: The Legend of Zelda to discuss this blockbuster title.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
--------------
Flowers are fine, but diamonds are forever.  What best manifests your feelings and your relationship?  Read Category 11, Topic 4: Taking the next step, as we look at the symbolism and origin of various pieces of jewelry.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
